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PREFACE 


This  report  presents  results  of  a  survey  conducted  in  1961 
to  determine  the  output  of  lumber  and  primary  forest  products-- 
sawlogs,   round  mine  timbers,   excelsior  bolts,  utility  poles,  and 
similar  roundwood  items--for  Utah  in  1960.       This  and  similar 
surveys  in  the  Intermountain  Station's  work  area  are  part  of 
the  Station's  Forest  Survey  program  for  appraising  the  forest 
situation.       Timber  products  surveys  for  estimating  the  timber 
cut  are  conducted  periodically  in  cooperation  with  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census.   Since  results  can  be  presented  readily  in  tables, 
discussion  is  restricted  to  highlights,   and  a  series  of  six 
tables  presents  details.       Lumber  production  figures  in  this 
report  are  preliminary;   final  figures  for  1960  will  be  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


FOREST  PRODUCTS  OUTPUT  IN  UTAH  IN  1960 


Alvin  K.  Wilson 
Division  of  Forest  Economics  Research 


TIMBER  CUT  in  Utah  in  1960  was  nearly  15  million  cubic  feet.     The  primary 

products  were  sawlogs,  mine  timbers,   excelsior,  utility  poles,  posts, 
converter  poles,   fuelwood,  and  miscellaneous  farm  timbers.  However, 
87  percent  of  the  total  was  sawlogs  for  lumber  and  only  4.5  percent 
was  for  mine  timbers,  the  second  most  important  product.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  timber  cutting  was  on  public  lands;  National  Forests 
supplied  82  percent  of  all  products  and  8  percent  was  cut  on  other 
public  lands. 

LUMBER  PRODUCTION  was  estimated  to  be  69,298,000  board  feet,  of  which  nearly 
40  percent  was  spruce  and  26  percent  was  ponderosa  pine.  Output 
per  mill  averaged  700,000  board  feet  for  the  99  active  mills.  This 
average  does  not  mean  much  because  nearly  68  percent  of  the  lumber 
was  sawed  by  12  mills,  each  of  which  produced  1  million  board  feet 
or  more  per  year.     Production  in  1960  was  37  percent  above  that  of 
1954,  the  latest  preceding  year  for  which  data  are  available.  Much 
of  the  increased  output  in  recent  years  has  been  spruce. 

SAWLOGS  originating  in  Utah  in  1960  totaled  77.1  million  board  feet.-''  This 
volume  is  larger  than  the  lumber  production  figure  for  1960  because 
log  exports  from  Utah  greatly  exceeded  imports  and  because  logs 
delivered  to  sawmills  are  not  all  sawed  into  lumber  the  same  year. 
Eighty-three  percent  of  the  sawlog  output  came  from  National  Forests 
and  9  percent  came  from  other  public  lands. 

ROUND  MINE  TIMBERS  cut  from  Utah  forest  lands  totaled  661,000  cubic  feet  in 

1960.  About  50,000  cubic  feet  of  timbers  were  imported  from  neigh- 
boring states.  Lodgepole  pine,  the  most  heavily  used  species,  sup- 
plied 61  percent  of  the  timbers  produced  within  Utah. 

OTHER  PRIMARY  PRODUCTS,   from  excelsior  bolts  to  miscellaneous  farm  timbers, 
amounted  to  1.3  million  cubic  feet.     In  contrast  to  the  leading 
roundwood  products   (sawlogs  and  round  mine  timbers),  more  than  one- 
third  of  these  other  products  came  from  privately  owned  lands. 


\J     International  %-inch  log  rule. 
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Table  2. --Utah  lumber 

production 

by  sa^TOiill 

production 

classes,  1960 

Production  class 
(M  b. £,  per  year) 

: Number  of: 
:   active  : 

Total  production 

:     mills  : 

M  b.f. 

:  Percent 

Less  than  50 
50  to  499 
500  to  999 
1,000  and  over 

25 
49 
13 
12 

582 
13,958 
7,974 
46,784 

0.8 
20.2 
11.5 
67.5 

Total 

99 

69,298 

100.0 

Table  3. --Utah  lumber  production  by  species  for  selected 


years , 

1947-601/ 

Species 

1947  ; 

1948  ; 

1954  ; 

1960 

-  -  -  Thousands  of  board  feet 

Spruce 

10,270 

11,753 

10,548 

27,343 

Ponderosa  pine 

16,500 

17,087 

23,683 

18,068 

Lodgepole  pine 

8,470 

9,793 

12,751 

11,589 

Douglas-fir 

2,460 

4,197 

2,059 

5,311 

True  firs 

214 

1,542 

373 

3,802 

Other  softwoods 

1 

113 

204 

18 

Hardwoods 

508 

628 

899 

3,167 

Total 

38,423 

45,113 

50,517 

69,298 

_!/     Data  for  1947  and  1954  from  Census  Bureau's 
Censuses  of  Manufactures  for  the  respective  years  (Utah 
data  were  not  sho\^n  separately  in  the  Bureau's  Census  of 
Manufactures  report  for  1958).     Data  for  1948  from  U.S.F.S. 
processed  report,  "Lumber  production  in  the  western  states 
and  Alaska,  1948"  released  in  1950. 
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Table  6. --Output  of  forest  products  in  Utah  by  type  of  product  and 


land  o\>mership  sources,  1960 


Production  by  land  ownerships 


National  :        Other      :     Private     :  All 
forest     :public  lands:       lands       :  o\-7ner  ships 


Cubic  feet 

-  -  -  -  Percent 

Sawlogs 

12,848,526 

72.4 

7.4 

6.8 

86.6 

Mine  timbers 

660,827 

4.2 

.1 

.2 

4.5 

Excelsior  bolts. 

utility  poles. 

posts 

635,049 

1.4 

.6 

2.3 

4.3 

Converter  poles, 

fuelwood,  mis- 

cellaneous farm 

timbers 

686,942 

3.7 

(2/) 

.9 

4.6 

Total 

14,831,344 

81.7 

8.1 

10.2 

100.0 

_!/     Data  for  some  products  have  been  combined  to  avoid  disclosing 
individual  operations. 

2_/     Less  than  0.1  percent. 


SURVEY  PROCEDURES 

The  surveys  of  lumber  production  and  sawlog  receipts  were  based  on  a  late 
1960  listing  of  sawmills.     All  mills  on  the  list  were  solicited  by  mail  to 
obtain  data  on  their  1960  operations.     In  addition,  all  mills  outside  the 
State  that  were  considered  to  depend  to  any  extent  on  Utah  timber  were  asked 
for  log  receipts  data.     Field  sampling,  at  rates  designed  to  provide  accept- 
able sampling  errors,  was  employed  to  estimate  the  production  or  receipts  of 
those  sa\i7mill  operators  who  did  not  furnish  mail  reports. 

For  lumber  production,  the  standard  error  (for  that  part  of  total  produc- 
tion that  was  estimated  by  field  sampling  nonrespondents)  was  3,228,000  board 
feet,  or  4.7  percent  of  the  State  total.     The  odds  then,  are  2:1  that  the  true 
State  total  lumber  production  was  in  the  interval  69,298,000+3,228,000  board 
feet.     For  sawlog  receipts  the  standard  error  was  3,631,000  board  feet  and, 
at  2:1  odds,  total  log  receipts  were  in  the  interval  77,091,000+3,631,000 
board  feet,   International  %-inch  log  rule. 
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Procedures  for  surveying  round  mine  timber  receiots  were  similar,  except 
that  lists  of  mines  were  compiled  from  State  sources—    and  mining  industry 
directories.     The  standard  error  of  the  estimated  part  of  receipts  from  Utah 
sources  was  35,069  cubic  feet,  or  5.3  percent  of  total  receipts  from  Utah. 
The  true  total  for  receipts  from  Utah  sources  is  accordingly  in  the  interval 
660,827+35,069  cubic  feet,  at  odds  of  2:1. 

Estimates  of  all  other  products  were  based  on  reports  from  all  known 
users  of  excelsior  bolts,  converter  poles,  and  similar  products,  supplemented 
by  detailed  reports  from  the  State  Forester  and  from  the  Federal  agencies 
managing  public  lands  in  Utah. 


Ij     Biennial  Report  of  the  Industrial  Commission,  State  of  Utah,   for  the 
period  ending  June  30,  1960.     The  assistance  of  Commissioner  Nelson  and  his 
secretary  in  stratifying  nonrespondents  for  field  sampling  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 
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